


` 


2000-2018 


45% 50, 2244 | 
“95 MARC BERNARDIN е ADAM FREEMAN + ROSI KAMPE е BRAD SIMPSON 








WRITERS COLORIST EDITORS 
Marc Bernardin & Adam Freeman Brad Simpson Elena Salcedo & Vince Longo 


ARTIST LETTERER PRODUCTION 
Rosi Kampe Troy Peteri Carey Hall 


For Top Cow Productions, Inc. 
For Top Cow Productions, Inc. 

Marc Silvestri - CEO 

Matt Hawkins - President & COO 

Elena Salcedo - Vice President of Operations 
Henry Barajas - Director of Operations 
Vincent Valentine - Production Manager 
Dylan Gray - Marketing Director 





To find the comic 
shop nearest you, call: 
з IMAGE COMICS, ІМС. 1-888-COMICBOOK 
Robert Kirkman—Chief Operating Officer 
Erik Larsen—Chief Financial Officer 

Todd McFarlane—President 

Marc Silvestri—Chief Executive Officer 

Jim Valentino—Vice President 

Eric Stephenson—Publisher 

Corey Hart—Director of Sales 

Jeff Boison—Director of Publishing Planning 





Want more info? Check out: 
www.topcow.com 
for news & exclusive Top Cow merchandise! 





Chris Fae Det ol dial Sas GENIUS CARTEL 45. December 2017. Published by Image Comics, Inc. Office of publication: 2701 NW Vaughn St., Suite 780, Portland, OR 97210. 
Jeff Stang—Director of Specialty Sales Copyright Ф 2017 Top Cow Productions Inc. All rights reserved. “Genius Cartel,” its logos, and the likenesses of all characters herein are trademarks 
Kat Salazar—Director of PR & Marketing of Top Cow Productions Inc., unless otherwise noted. “Image” and the Image Comics logos are registered trademarks of Image Comics, Inc. No 
Drew Gill—Art Director part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means (except for short excerpts for journalistic or review 
Heather Doornink—Production Director purposes), without the express written permission of Top Cow Productions Inc., or Image Comics, Inc. All names, characters, events, and locales in 
Branwyn Bigglestone—Controller this publication are entirely fictional. Any resemblance to actual persons (living or dead), events, or places, without satiric intent, is coincidental. 


IMAGECOMICS.COM DIGITAL EDITION. 


HIT FLOWS 


SH! 
DOWNSTREAM... 
LIL MAN... 
DOWNSTREAM... 
END OF THE 
LINE, MY 
BROTHER. 


THIS 
MUST ве 
MY STOP 





DID YOU KNOW ALL THE AC CONDUITS IN 
THIS BUILDING ARE STILL COUPLED WITH 
THE BUILDING’S OLD OUTGOING 
COMMUNICATION LINES? 


ONLY TAKES 16 INCHES 
OF COPPER WIRE, COURTESY 
OF YOUR ANGENT LIGHTING 

GRID, TO CREATE ^ HOP-- 


AND BAM. BACK DOOR. 


IPS ^ 
PARTIALLY 
SEVERED 


WORKSTATION, 
ONLINE OR 
NOT. 


TO KILL ME 
FOR REAL. 


TAKES 
MORE THAN 
^ CLOSED 
SYSTEM TO 


QUESTION-- 


AM I SUPPOSED TO 
UNDERSTAND ANY 
оғ WET З GOING 


YOU'RE 
/ ^ = - тне ON€ тнат 
| D. ы, HAD HER MURAL 
MISSION. | LTE 
BUT IT Seems 


à | ALTERED. 
CARTEL GANG 
г. : SIGNS AND 
THAT EVEN ເຈ сорер бат 
COORDINATES. 


ACTUALLY, WHEN 
METAS SNATCHED 
€ FROM JUVIE, 
ie TERM THEY 
USED и) 


AS, 
“EXCEPTIONAL.” 


THE_MISSING 
GIRLS. 


STUMBLED ON 
THEM eee DIGITAL 


RECON FOR HIS 
ASSASSINATION. 
MADRASA THOUGHT 
THE LIVES OF TWO 
DOZEN EPUTALIEED 

YOUNG GIRLS WA 
WORTH LESS THAM 
ONE MAN. 





SUMMER 
HUERTA. © 
SHE ON THE 
HELI? 


WRONG 
QUESTION. 
NOT WHERE. 
WHO. 


“TWO DOZEN”? YOU 
RIGHTEOUS PRICK. 
YOU MEAN ONE 
GIRL, ROGER. 


SISTER? 
COUSIN? 

A FIRST LAY? 
WHAT? д 


DOESN'T 
FUCKINO 
MATTER. 


JUST A 
GIRL. FROM 
MY SCHOOL. SHE'S RIGHT. 
SHE WAS IT DOESN'T 
Nice TO MATTER. / 
me. APPARENTLY, 
THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT ISN'T 
IN THE BUSINESS OF 
SAVING 16-YEAR-OLD 
GIRLS FROM BEING 
TREATED LIKE 
BLOW-UP DOLLS. 








After refusing 
every mission 
assigned, 
Destiny agreed 
to assassinate 
Angel Guerrero, 
the leader of 
the Los Zetas 
drug cartel 
and someone 
Roger was 
secretly 
gathering intel 
on before his 
death. 


After single-handedly outwitting 

Los Zetas, Destiny delivered the 

girls to the extraction site, but 
refused to leave with them. 


Roger has been kept in 2 


solitary ever since, зві 


but now not even ре 
can figure out what 





The greatest military 

mind of our generation 

did not hang herself 
in her jail cell. 






She was “appropriated” Бу 
a shadowy organization 
called The Madrasa 
Institute, a school 
Specializing in young 
people with prodigious 
gifts the government 
might find...useful. 






But once on the ground it became clear 
she had a completely different mission 

in mind--one based on clues Roger left 
behind: free two dozen young women 
Guerrero keeps as sex workers in the 


After enlisting the help of retired Lt. Reginald 
Grey--Destiny's one ally on the LAFPD--the Institute 
revealed they faked Roger's suicide in order 
to provide Destiny with the proper motivation 
to accept the Guerrero mission. 


x 








The war is not over until 
Destiny says it is over. № 





NEGATIVE. 
NO HUERTA 
ON BOARD. 


“OK, LET ME RUN IT DOWN 
FOR YOU. DESTINY IS voue 


“THE DEVILISHLY 
HANDSOME BOY You 


UNDER 202 NOSE. 


HUERTA! 
U € 


STILL ^ 
۷ 


“у” OR NOT, І KNOW. WE'RE 
YOU'RE IN SCREWED. 
DEEP SHIT. 


SCREWED’? 


"AND ONCE ж ЧЕ 
“DEAD? AS 


CLEAN UP YOUR MESS.” 





KNIGHTS 
TEMPLAR 
COMPOUND. 
WHERE? 


ММО HABLA 
AINGLESE. 


C'MON. 
WHERE YOU AT. 
SHOW YOURSELF, 
FUCKER. 


HABLA - 
С FRANCES? 
SPAÑOL E ITALIANO? 


p". 


OKAY! OKAY! 
FUCKING HELL! 
PEREA ENFERMA! 
EAST! GO 
EAST! 








9 
SQ W 
Sos 
SU 
SS 
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«Be 
CAREFUL. 
SAFETIES 

OFF. 


<NOTHING. 
KIDS MUST HAVE 
DUMPED IT. WE'LL 
HAVE IT TOWED 
IN THE 
MORNING. 


1 A 
"GATHER THE 
CHILDREN. 








GROUND. WHY 
TEMPLAR? 


⁄ CAN ç 
CALHOUN GO 
B N? 


CALHOUN N 
IS 32 киска 
AWAY, 
DELIVERING 
YOUR PARTY 
GUESTS. 





<WE ARE 
SAFE. ро vou 
HEAR ME? NO 
ONE CAN GET 
TO US UNLESS 
I OPEN THAT 

DOOR. 


E <I-I'M SORRY 
РАР! 


A. LEXI 
DROPPED Ме OFF 
EARLY. ГҮЛ 5-50 
SORRY» 


<EVERYTHING 
WILL BE FINE, 


MY LOVE. 
EVERYTHING 
WILL BE 
F-FINE > 

















| <SHE 15 one ET 
PERSON--> 


<WHEN ONE GOES 
O WAR, TOO 


mu 
IS NEVER ENOUGH. 


<POOR BOY. HE'S 
TANGLED UP IN 

SOMETHING. 2) 
7 


0 

















N 
اح دا‎ Б c E, 


RON —> => p d 1 


a 












NY 
BUSINESS 
WITH THEM 
IS DONE. 


WOULD vou 
LIKE TO BE THE 
MOST Е 
MAN IN THE 


WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE? 





THERE |S 
ONLY you. 
AND ME. 


SO, ANGEL 


GUERRERO OF 
THE LOS 


SETAS аа 
І ASK vou-- 





7, 


^ SIMPLE 
QUESTION. 


DID vou og 
DID YOU NOT || 
HOOK UP LUPE’S m 
COUSIN? `< 








AND THAT 
MAKE YOU 
PEEL GOOD? 


YOU ^ MAN 
NOW, агі» 
CK? YO 








CONSIDER 


YOURSELF LUCKY. 


PUNK, YOu 
\ | KNOW FROM 
MY HOUSE ТО 
THE BODEGA, 
FROM THE 


ZONE 
RIGHT? 


NOW vou 
GOTTA PAY. 


TUESDAY. 


4 UNLESS vou ФОТ 
EVERYONE ма? TO RIDE 
THINKS THEY ) ОЕ DI€ FOR. 
TOUGH. _ J IN 


EVERYONE “ 


[ are you | 
OUT your | | 
SDAMN-- Д 











WHAT THE FUCK IS 
эңе рок. аа тне 
FUCK D SHE-- 
FOR ERST. Sarea 


в SIGNAL 


“SHE'S GETTING 
/ MY MESSAGES BUT 


\ DURANGO, SONORA, 
` CHIHUAHUA, 
TAMAULIPAS... 


WANTED THE 
MOST BRILLIANT 
MILITARY MIND 
OF OUR TIME. 
YOU WANT HER 
TO BE PRECISE. 
ве EFFECTIVE. 

SHIT „ 


THIS WAS 
NOT THE 
INTENTION. 


BUT SHE'S 
NOT а BULLET. 


GUN, SHE’D BE 
THE BULLET ARE TRYING TO 
AND VOU COULD ) CONTROL THE 
JUST POINT HER BLAST. 
WHERE YOU 


so 
WHAT'S HER 
move? 


“SUSPECT ZERO 
FIRST CAME ON NY 
RADAR VIA PATTERN 

RECOGNITION. 


“Т SAY SHE'S 
PEANNING ON TAKING 
SOMETHING DOWN. 
SOMETHING BIG.” 





j I KNEW : 
E T I JUST № 
7 емей) 

















DRONES 
SYSTEM 
UPPATING. 
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b IT'S NOT 
NI TOO LATE TO 
STICK TO THE 

OLD PLAN. 
= Ñ 





















-V‏ اب 
THE CHROME‏ 
POPULATION: 7.3 MILLIONS ^‏ 1 
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개 
MN 
..GET YOUR AN 
\ CAMERA ОМ? 


| “IT CAN BE 
| ANYWHERE 
| IN THE CITY. | 








“І LAUNCHED ONE OF |- 
MY DRONES ABOUT 
AN HOUR AGO. 





"THE A-L3PH IS OUT THERE 
RIGHT NOW, MINGLING WITH 
THE OTHER DRONES. 


"SEARCH IT, FIND IT, GRAB IT, THEN 
BRING IT TO OUR MEETING PLACE. 


"YOU CAN USE YOUR BONEHEAD 
TO TRACK ITS SIGNAL, BUT YOU'RE 
NOT GOING TO FIND IT... 


ERAS “ 


SEE IF YOU CAN | 


| “THE DRONES’ TRAFFIC 

A HOUR WILL BE OVER IN 

/ EXACTLY THIRTEEN 
MINUTES... 





| JE 
وو‎ 
Е "SINCE YOU'RE GOING 
یه‎ FOR THE CRAZIER STUNT, 
` ВЕ CAREFUL. 


= фі 


чах ў | | 
Q) 


"YES, IT'S MORE 
ATTENTION-GRABBING 
THAN JUST YOU RUNNING 
AROUND ON THE 

5ТКЕЕТ5 


| 
E 


"...BUT ALSO MEANS YOU 
CAN'T TAKE ANY UNNECESSARY 
CHANCES UP THERE. 


“BUT DO THIS RIGHT, 
AND COME NEXT NEXT 
WEEK, IT'D BE SMOOTH 
SAILING FOR US.” 





p E 























I 
CAN FEEL THE 
ADRENALINE RUSH 
FROM OVER 
HERE. 





YOU'VE 
NEVER FELT THIS 
FREE AND HAPPY 

BEFORE HAVE 
YOU? 





REPORT 
OF CODE 52-A IN 
SERGEY BRIN 
BOULEVARD. 














CHARGING 
PERP FOR PUBLIC 
ENDAGERMENT. 


UPDATING y 
INFO: 52-А PERP IS =i A ON А PERP 
A POSSIBLE MATCH ACCESS TO | 
FOR REPEATED ЕЕ V.R. HELMET 


OFFENSES. _ vs JE 9 REJECTED. 














THE GLADIATORS HEADQUARTERS 


ADDING 
CHARGES ON 52-A P 
CONFIRMED USE O 
JAIL-BROKEN V. 

HELMET. 


DISPATCH, 
ERP. THIS IS GLADIATOR 
FA 22... . 1 
К. і HAVE VISUALS 
ON 52-A ON 
LL BANGALTER AND 
REQUESTING : GLADIATORS, CHRISTO! 
PERMISSION TO SET «d THIS IS CENTRAL. BE 
A PATROL DRONE ON THE WATCHOUT FOR 


ON 52-A PERP. ROGUE DELIVERY 
DRONES/ 


PERMISSION 


GRANTED. RETASKING ٢ 
DRONE 79. PASSWORD: 
VESUVIO. / 


әл سي‎ 
ЕНИР ر ر کد کاو‎ | 
|] SOM. liệt = а” 7 
ШЕ 223 +“ ~ 24 ^ 2 Á 





4 『 
ВЕР nm 


MATT HAWKINS 
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SILVESTRIS HAWKINS з НІГ» ROJO | | 


Sa Eti 


FÜRLE: 


MARCH 201 8 RATED М / МАТОВЕ _ 
ພ່ , A 





: N 
`" м Ñ | 
= `. № 
A N t 





